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§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Buckner in view of Muirhead et al. and in further view of 
Muller et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,314,606). Claims 24 and 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Buckner in view of Muirhead et al. and in further view of Suh 
(EP 0 445 847 83). 

These rejections are respectfully traversed and reconsideration is respectfully 

requested. 

It is respectfully submitted that at page 6-page 7 of the specification of the present 
application, it is stated that the two mixers are contained in a common unit 1, 2, where they are 
situated immediately next to each other. With this feature, it is implicitly stated that the two stages 
of disbursion and retention are carried out in a single apparatus. Figure 4 is compatible with this 
statement as it shows a single block for the unit 1,2. It is respectfully submitted the term mixer 
means, in this context, a static structure that is contained in a vessel or container and that gives effect 
to mixing in a medium flowing through the structure within the container. It is respectfully 
submitted the mixer is only the mixing structure without the container. The two mixers are arranged 
in a common container that defines the single apparatus. When the medium flows from the first to . 
the second mixer or mixing structure without being forced to pass through a connecting tube, a 
segregation of the blowing agent does not occur. 

Enclosed is a copy of a of an opinion by the EPO-Examiner in which the Examiner 
gave the reasons for allowance. The EPO-Examiner agreed that the claimed method with two stages 
in a common unit (dispersion in mixer 1 and retention in mixer 2/cooling after retention) is new in 
regard to D2 (which is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 3, 817,669). Accordingly, he accepted the 
European application for allowance. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 
Application are in condition for allowance and an action to that end is urged. If the Examiner 
believes a telephone conference would aid in the prosecution of this case in any way, please call the 
undersigned at 415-576-0200. 
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